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proud that my State, Kansas, is a lead-
er in this regard. In Kansas, the Shaw-
nee County Re-Entry Program engages
corrections officials and community
partners to develop comprehensive re-
entry plans for people in prison who
have been assessed as high-risk for re-
offending upon release. In the 12
months prior to release, program par-
ticipants work closely with case man-
agers to develop their reentry plans.
Case managers continue to provide sup-
port as needed following release.

The Shawnee community is closely
involved in the program as well, serv-
ing on accountability panels and as
volunteer community connectors. The
program also developed a data collec-
tion system to enable facility and pa-
role case managers to enter informa-
tion more easily. The system allows fa-
cility staff and case workers to share
data with other data systems within
other State agencies, and faith and
community-based providers. A Web-
based data system would also help
build the capacity of community and
faith-based organizations to track data
similar to State data collections meth-
ods. In this way, State agencies can
more easily compare data and out-
comes with information collected by
faith and community groups. This is
just one example of innovation in ad-
dressing the concerns facing our crimi-
nal justice system.

Indeed this bill is much needed and
will serve as a catalyst for systemic
change. This bill could not have hap-
pened without the hard work and de-
termination of over 200 organizations,
such as Prison Fellowship Ministries,
Open Society, the Council of State
Governments, and the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops, as well as many
State and local government correction
officials and law enforcement offi-
cials—a truly bipartisan/bicameral coa-
lition of partners committed to chang-
ing the criminal justice system.

Mr. President, I thank my col-
leagues, Senators BIDEN and SPECTER,
and Chairman LEAHY. Together we
were able to implement vital legisla-
tion geared to improve public safety,
give aid to States, and to truly give
those incarcerated a second chance not
only to fully integrate into society in a
positive way but to provide them with
a hope for a positive future not only for
themselves but for their families as
well.

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I yield
the floor to my colleague from OKla-
homa, Senator COBURN.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma is recognized.

——

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET FOR
THE UNITED STATES GOVERN-
MENT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2009—
Continued

Mr. COBURN. Mr. President, I am
going to spend a little while tonight
talking about the budget. I have lis-
tened to the budget debate all day, just
like I did yesterday. I came in yester-
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day and listened to the debate. I have
heard about tax increases and I have
heard about spending and I have heard
the things going back and forth. But
what I did not hear was anything that
had to do with this: This is the oath of
a Senator. There are some interesting
things. Let me read it first:

I do solemnly swear that I will support and
defend the Constitution of the United States
against all enemies, foreign and domestic;
that I will bear true faith and allegiance to
the same; that I take this obligation freely,
without any mental reservation or purpose
of evasion; and that I will well and faithfully
discharge the duties of the office on which I
am about to enter: So help me God.

The interesting thing about that
oath is nowhere in that oath does it
mention your State. There was, by de-
sign, never any intended part by our
Founders that we would place paro-
chialism ahead of our duty to this
country. Yet where do we find our-
selves today? With $9 trillion, almost
$10 trillion, at the end of this fiscal
year, in direct debt.

We have heard all sorts of numbers
quoted today. The actual number for
the obligated unpaid-for liabilities that
our next generations will face is actu-
ally $79 trillion. It is interesting where
that comes from because that comes
from the retirement benefits for our
service personnel, the retirement bene-
fits for Federal employees, including
people who work in this Chamber,
Medicare payments, Medicaid pay-
ments, all the various trust funds we
have set up through the years, such as
the Inland Waterway Trust Fund, the
trust funds associated with other dis-
tinct obligations in terms of infra-
structure in this country. We are steal-
ing all that money every year that is
supposed to go to it. As a matter of
fact, the budget deficit this year will
be, in real accounting standards—not
Enron accounting standards—$607 bil-
lion, of which about $160 billion of that
is going to come from Social Security
and about another $30 billion to $35 bil-
lion from all these other trust funds.

So when you hear a number that
comes from Washington, I want us to
be very suspect because we are much
like the CEO at Enron, Ken Lay. We
are not going to send you the real num-
ber. It is not because we do not intend
to be honest; it is because we have sold
out to parochialism.

Now, I want us to think about that
for a minute. Later on, I am going to
show some examples. I am going to go
through $350 billion-plus worth of
waste that occurs annually in this
country. But how is it that we have
$350 billion—by the way, it is not going
to be disputable. There is going to be
an absolute reference to either a GAO
study, a CBO score, a congressional
hearing or published reports that are
out there. So it is not going to be ToMm
COBURN’s estimate. It is going to be a
factual basis of what is occurring in
our country.

But how is it we got to the point
where Members of Congress—both of
the House and of the Senate—have all
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of a sudden forgotten what their oath
is; that, in fact, their primary means
is: How do I send more money home to
my State? How is it that we have got-
ten to where we have $79 trillion in un-
funded liabilities? We have $10 trillion
in true debt, at the end of this fiscal
year. We are going to have a $600 bil-
lion deficit—real deficit—this year,
which we are going to obligate our
children to pay for.

I would put forth: We forgot our oath.
We forgot what it is about. Our State is
not mentioned. When I am parochial
for my State, there is no way I can live
up to the oath I took when I came into
this body. There is no way, if I am pa-
rochial for Oklahoma or Ohio, I can
possibly make a decision that is in the
long-term best interest of the country,
when I am thinking about the best in-
terest of my State in the short term.

So, consequently, what came about
from that? Well, here is what we saw in
terms of earmarks, the growth of ear-
marks and the growth of Government
spending. Isn’t it interesting, we have
heard all the debate today about tax
increases, but nobody, except Senator
BROWNBACK, talked about cutting
spending. Here we have the earmarks
in 2006. In 2007, there were another
11,800 earmarks. So it went to 12,000
earmarks. But the spending continues
to rise. There is a correlation between
earmarks and spending, and it is this:
Earmarks are the gateway drug for
overspending.

Let me explain how it works. If I
want something for Oklahoma and I
submit a request and the appropriators
are kind enough to honor that request
and I do not vote for the bill, regard-
less of whether I agree with the bill,
the next time another appropriations
bill comes up and I have a request, I
will not get it. So all of a sudden my
earmark blinds me on a parochial basis
for what is best for Oklahoma, but I do
not do what is best for the country. So
you see this trend going up, and it con-
tinues to go up. If you had one for debt,
you would see that. If you had one for
unfunded liabilities, you would see the
same thing.

Now, what did our Founders have to
say:

Congress had not unlimited powers to pro-
vide for the general welfare, but were re-
strained to those specifically enumerated.

This is Thomas Jefferson, the found-
er of the Democratic Party. This is
what he said:

As it was never meant they should provide
for that welfare but by the exercise of the
enumerated powers.

Earmarks are not enumerated pow-
ers. The only power they are is how we
find ways to get ourselves reelected.
That is the power they are. Here is the
founder of the modern Democratic
Party who now chastises us with his
words about what earmarks are.

Yet what do we do? We are going to
have a vote. We are going to have a
vote on this budget on a moratorium
on earmarks. I am very thankful to
Senator DEMINT for bringing that up.



